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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the Invention was made. 

Claims 1 -13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kishomoto Kazuyuki (hereinafter Kazuyuki) (JP 2003-262435 A) . Kazuyuki 
discloses a branching pipe joint comprising a substantially Y-pipe shaped branch part 
(22) comprising an inlet pipe part (see the part between 22 and 23) 
through which a refrigerant flows in from a main pipe, and a first outlet 
pipe part (27) and a second outlet pipe part (32) through which flows the refrigerant 
along a first direction, which is a flow direction of the refrigerant that flows through the 
inlet pipe part, and along the first direction in paths substantially symmetric to a 
centerline of said inlet pipe part (22); 

a first branch nozzle part (28) connected to the first outlet pipe part and extending 
along the first direction; a second branch nozzle part (33) connected to said second 
outlet pipe part (32) and extending along said first direction; and 
a first branch pipe (13) that is a pipe member, wherein one end part is connected to a 
tip part of said first branch nozzle (28) during plumbing work, and that is bent so that the 
other end part faces a direction that intersects said first direction in a state connected 
to said first branch nozzle part, wherein, the first branch nozzle part (28) and the second 
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branch nozzle part (33) are disposed so that the spacing (S) between the portion of the 
tip part of said first branch nozzle part nearest the second branch nozzle (33) part side 
and the portion of the second branch nozzle part (33) nearest the tip part of said first 
branch nozzle part (28) is a small space. Kazuki discloses the invention substantially as 
claimed as stated above except the spacing between the portion of the second branch 
nozzle part nearest the tip part of the first branch nozzle part is less than or equal to 40 
mm. See Fig.1 , 2 and 4 and enclosed translation. The general concept of sizing or 
determining a spacing between the portion of the second branch nozzle part nearest the 
tip part of the first branch nozzle part to be less than or equal to 40 falls within the real 
of common knowledge as obvious mechanical expedient and this is illustrated by 
Kazyuki which teaches the side by side parallel connecting of pipes 28 and 29 from a 
common connector 23 where the pipes are fitted closely each other. In addition pipe 28 
has a tip in its one end. Further to mention the space being 40 mm or less one ordinary 
skill of art has enough obvious scope to maintain the space of 40 mm or less. 
Regarding claim 2 braze joint is common feature in joining refrigerant pie. Regarding 
claim 3-5 the feature 6 is the second reducer pipe connection part in which pipe 
diameter changes. Regarding claim 6 for plurality of outdoor units as Kazuyuki disclose 
indoor units 1 in Fig. 1 is an obvious duplication of a single outdoor unit. Again plural 
outdoor units is known feature in the art and ordinary skilled in the art would be able to 
obviously connect the plural outdoor unit with Kazuyuki. Regarding pipe diameter 
changing in steps in a known feature in the art and it can be obviously implemented by 
an ordinary skill of art since there is no criticality or unexpected result from it. 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MOHAMMAD M. ALI whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4806. The examiner can normally be reached on maxiflex. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cheryl J. Tyler can be reached on 571-272-4808. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Mohammad M AN/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3744 



